
 
 
 

 

Religious Education Policy 
 

OVERVIEW 
This policy is a statement of the aims, principles and strategies for implementing Religious 
Education throughout the whole of Holy Rosary School. Through this we will nurture children’s 
spiritual, moral and social development within our Catholic ethos.  The policy will be reviewed in 
line with the priorities set in the School Development Plan. 

Mission Statement 
‘I come that they may have life and have life to the full’ John 10:10 

A Vision of RE 
Voluntary aided schools must provide Religious Education in accordance with the Trust Deed. 
The Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales, Curriculum Directory for Catholic Schools gives 
expression to that Trust Deed by providing a broad statement of the content of Religious 
Education – the Good News of Jesus Christ: 
‘Something which has existed since the beginning that we have heard, and we have seen 

with our own eyes; that we have watched and touched with our hands:                          
The Word is life - this is our subject. 

That life was made visible: we saw it and we are giving our testimony, telling you of the eternal life which 
was with the Father and has been made visible to us, what we have seen and heard we are telling you’ 
The Directory also emphasises that Religious educators ‘must suit their words to the maturity 
and understanding of their hearers’. (Catechism of the Catholic Church, 24). This desire to 
engage with children in real ways lies at the heart of our Religious Education 

 

Through its content and process, and, supported by other activities in the school, RE seeks to 
help children to integrate all life’s experiences and all learning into an ever-deepening 
appreciation of faith in Jesus Christ. This is lived through our Mission Statement. 

 

At Holy Rosary, RE is not one subject among many, but the foundation to shape the whole 
educational process. It is therefore developed and resourced with the same commitment as any 
other subject. For those children already engaged in the journey of faith Religious Education will 
be catechesis, and for some children and young people Religious Education will be evangelisation, 
the first opportunity to hear the good news of the gospel. 
OBJECTIVES (In line with the aims of the Curriculum Directory) 
1. To promote knowledge and understanding of the Catholic faith and life 
2. To promote knowledge and understanding of the response of faith to the ultimate questions 
about human life, its origin and purpose 
3. To promote the skills required to engage in the examination of, and reflection upon, Religious 
belief and practice. 
4. To develop a positive attitude towards other people  
5. To respect people’s right to hold beliefs different from our own 
6. To live in harmony in a Religiously diverse society 
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7. To inspire and unify every aspect of school life; the whole school curriculum; the management 
and the discipline. 
STRATEGIES 
1. We will begin the teaching of Religious Education in Foundation Stage as the children begin 

developing their knowledge skills and understanding of the world by finding out about 
festivals and worship. 

2. As the children move into Key Stage 1, they will build on their earlier work using the 
Agreed Syllabus as the guidelines for teaching and learning.  

3. Strong links will be made with the teaching of English. Stories, plays and poems from the 
bible and other Religious and moral sources will be shared with the children. 

4. Religious Education will become a stimulus and a springboard for the development of oracy, 
writing and for the development of thinking and reasoning skills. 

5. Children will learn about Christianity and other major world faiths as set out in the Agreed 
Syllabus. 

6. Art, design technology, drama will be used in Religious Education as children use these 
subjects to communicate what they have learnt. 

7. On every appropriate occasion teachers will use first-hand experience, visits, visitors, 
artefacts, and the local and wider environment to engage children’s interest and imagination. 

8. Through their understanding of the different faiths and beliefs, children will be encouraged 
to develop their feelings and ‘empathy and understanding for others. 

9. Through their understanding of Religious Education, learners will be helped to develop an 
understanding of the British society in which they live. 

10. Children will learn about the influence of religion, faith and belief on democracy, our 
government, the Monarchy, citizenship, and the Law. They will learn about rights and 
responsibilities, moral, spiritual, social and environmental issues. 

11. All teachers will follow the Religious Education Curriculum Directory (RECD). The scheme, 
‘Come and See' helps us to implement the guidance in the directory. 

12. All teachers will record assessments on ‘insight’. Statements will be highlighted when 
children are secure in that area.  

13. Teacher will assess using their own assessment tasks and observations. 
14. Liturgical events in the Church’s year are built into planning.  
15. The Sacramental programme for Reconciliation and Holy Communion is followed in Year 3. 

An invitation is also extended to Y4, Y5 & Y6 and to eligible children living within the parish.  
16. Each classroom has an area for an RE display which is a focal point for collective worship. 

These areas also reflect the philosophy of the 5W’s. 
17. Subject leaders will support colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current 

developments in RE, and providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject. 
18.  
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19. Subject leaders will analyse data and write developments plans to move their subject 

forward. 
 
WITHDRAWAL FROM COLLECTIVE WORSHIP/ RE LESSONS AND 
CELEBRATIONS 
Those children whose parents have requested that they are withdrawn from Acts of Collective 
Worship or RE lessons must be provided with alternative Education whilst these take place. The 
school will maintain a written record of such children. Children will be supervised by staff in 
school. 

  OUTCOMES 
RE will be used to promote excellence and enjoyment and it will have a strong presence in the 
ethos of the school through displays, performances, music, drama and assemblies. Family 
members, and members of the wider community, will be encouraged to join in the teaching and 
learning of Religious Education. Staff will have a clear understanding of the requirements 
necessary to teach RE, following the Curriculum Directory. 

 

Holy Rosary Governing Body will determine, support, monitor and review the school policies 
on Liturgy & prayer.  In particular, they will monitor the effectiveness of the school’s policy 
through the school self-review processes and assess its impact. 

DATA PROTECTION STATEMENT 
The procedures and practice created by this policy have been reviewed in the light of our Data 
Protection Policy. All data will be handled in accordance with the school’s Data Protection 
Policy. 
 

Data Audit For This Policy 
 

What? Probable 
Content 

Why? Who? Where? When? 

RE book 
 
 
 
 

RE work 
displayed 

 
 

RE assessment 
  

Name and 
class at the 

front of book 
 

Name 
 
 
 

Name and RE 
statements 
achieved 

Identification of work 
and assessment 

 
 

Identification of work 
 
 

Assessment of ability 
and tracking 

Teachers, 
 
 
 
 

Teachers 
 
 
 

Teachers 
 

In the classroom 
 
 
 

On displayed 
work 

 
 

Insight 
 
 
 

During the 
academic year 

 
 

While being 
displayed 

 
 

Held on file 
throughout 

child’s time at 
school 
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As such, our assessment is that this policy: 
Has Few / No Data 
Compliance Requirements  

Has A Moderate Level of 
Data Compliance 
Requirements  

Has a High Level of Data 
Compliance Requirements  

P   
 
Revised and adopted by the Governing Body on:  2nd Dec 2020 
Signed : P.Devine ( Chair ) 
Date to be reviewed :  Dec 2022 
 


