
 

 Return to school – September 2021 

 
 

Dear Parents, 

We hope you have had a great Summer and you are ready to get back to school. As 
you will all be aware, there were changes to Covid guidance on 16th August and as a 
result, additional school guidance has been issued.  We have used this guidance to 
carry out a risk assessment and ensure school is the safest it can be when we return 
on Thursday 2nd September.   

The arrangements for our return are: 

• We will no longer have staggered start times.  School starts at 8.50 and finishes at 3 pm. Children will 
enter classrooms via the classroom door.  Please wait on the playground and not by classroom doors. 

• School will continue to work in bubbles within school to keep the risk from infection low. Staff moving 
between bubbles will be kept to a minimum. 

• The wearing of masks on school grounds is still RECOMMENDED.  We will not be enforcing this, but 
masks will be available for those who will wear them – we feel this measure is a simple one that will 
help reduce the risks significantly. 

• The one-way system in and out of school will continue: 
• am – children and parents enter via the small path and leave by the driveway 
• pm – parents enter via driveway and leave via the small path 

• We still ask that parents do not congregate on the school grounds or directly outside of the school 
gates.  Social distancing measures should still be followed. 

• Visitors into school will be kept to a minimum and only allowed on-site for safeguarding or health and 
safety.  

• Parents are asked not to come into school and contact 
with class teachers must be done via the parent app or 
telephone. 

• Children will be brought out of class by their class 
teachers and sent over to parents from their waiting 
space.  We ask parents to wait until children are sent 
over to minimise any confusion. 

• Breakfast club will continue in 3 groups – Foundation 
Stage, Key stage 1 and Key stage 2 – additional 
information around this will be sent via Parentapp. 

• After school clubs will also be offered in bubbles, again further information will be issued shortly. 
• Parents collecting from Nursery, Reception and Year 1 must remain outside of the gated area. 
• Children in Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 will be dismissed directly from their door.  As parents 

arrive, children will be dismissed.  Please do not arrive early. 
 

Increased safety measures to protect staff and children 
• Children are not to bring bags to school.   
• Reading books can be brought to and sent from school daily with no restrictions. 
• Children must bring packed lunches in a small, packed lunch bag or a carrier bag - large bags are not 

permitted. 
• Children are asked not to bring in pencil cases or toys from home.  
• Classrooms will no longer be in rows, but we are asking that children are seated in the same space daily 

to minimise contact. 
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• PE ready days will continue.  On your child’s PE day (1 day a week), your child will come to school in 

their ‘PE kit’.  This is a white polo shirt and navy shorts.  As we know the weather can be unpredictable 
therefore, Navy joggers may be worn as opposed to shorts.  With regards a jumper, we are suggesting a 
plain navy round-necked sweatshirt.   
If your child doesn't have a jumper, their school jumper should be used. 

• PE days are as follows: 
 

Tuesday Wednesday  Friday 
Bubble 2 Bubble 4 Bubble 3 

Year 1 & 2 Year 5 & 6 Year 3 & 4 
 

• Children can come to school in black trainers or pumps and they will remain in their PE kit all day.  This 
means kits will not go missing or children miss sessions due to kits not being in school.  Children will 
also not need to purchase a PE bag as kits will not be kept in school. 
 

Increased safety measures to protect families 

• Parents coming onto the school site must continue to adhere to the social distancing measures. 
• Parents must not use their phones whilst on school grounds - use of phones not only poses a 

safeguarding risk but is also a distraction from ensuring you are social distancing.  Parents on phones will 
be asked by staff to put these away. 

• The school office will continue to be out of bounds and messages to the office can be sent in via parent 
app and phone. 

• Messages about alternative adults collecting must be made via phone BEFORE 2.45 pm.  Messages after 
this time may be delayed. 

• Staff will be available outside as a point of contact so there will be no need for parents to enter 
classrooms. 

• If you require any support or advice, Mrs Cavanagh, Miss Pomfret, and Miss Warsap are always available 
via Parentapp or by phone call to the office. 

• In the absence of Mrs Potts, Mrs Harty is taking on the role of attendance and any issues related to 
safeguarding or behaviour should be directed to Mrs Cavanagh and Miss Warsap via the app.   

COVID testing and guidance 
• Staff in school will continue to have lateral flow tests every 3 days to manage risks. 
• A new contact point for children with COVID symptoms or who have been in contact with positive 

cases is available on the Parentapp homepage. 
• If someone tests positive or has symptoms they must self-isolate straight away and get a PCR test as 

soon as possible if you have any of these 3 symptoms of COVID-19, even if they are mild: 
*  a high temperature 
*  a new, continuous cough 
*  a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste. 
 

You should also self-isolate straight away if: 
• you've tested positive for COVID-19 either according to a PCR test or a lateral flow device test – this 

means you have the virus.  
• If you get a positive LFD test you should book a PCR test. A negative PCR test will override a positive 

LFD test. 
• someone you live with has symptoms or tested positive (unless you are not required to self-isolate – 

additional guidance ) 
• you've been told to self-isolate following contact with someone who tested positive – by NHS Test and 

Trace or the NHS COVID-19 app. 
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• A positive PCR test cannot be overridden.  
• If a pupil is asked to get a PCR test as a result of contact with a positive case, they may continue to 

attend education until they get the result of their PCR back. 
• School does have to report cases to public health and will monitor if multiple cases occur.  A letter 

keeping you up-to-date will be issued. 
• Parents are asked to keep us up-to-date with issues COVID related i.e. contact with a positive case or a 

child who develops symptoms. 
• Children absent from school due to isolating will be required to engage with home/remote learning. 

Only if we work together will we be able to keep the risks low. 

It is essential that you keep a close eye on Parentapp as we will continue to share essential information.  We 
will be sending out our weekly newsletter on a Friday so if you do not receive it, please check your app is 
working.  We will, as always, keep you informed. 

WE CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU ALL – REMEMBER TO BRING YOUR SMILE! 

Regards 

Mrs Cavanagh 


