
 Holy Rosary RC Primary 
Fir Tree Avenue 
Fitton Hill 
Oldham 
Ol82SR 
0161 624 3035

 

 
            7th February 2022 
 
 
Dear Parents, 
 
Over the last few years, the children at Holy Rosary have faced immense challenge due to the effects of the 
global pandemic. Our priority during this time has been to keep our children and families  as safe as possible and 
we continue to do so during this period of adjustment.  This has not always been easy, but we have tried to do 
our very best.  
 
As we now begin to return to some level of normality, we want to look at how we can support children in 
school, helping them with some aspects of learning missed during school closure.   
 
The children in Year 1 have missed almost all of the Foundation Stage experiences that are the building blocks 
for the rest of their school life.  This includes establishing rules and routines, building friendships and basic 
language and communication.  Children need time to learn how to interact with each other, learn how to 
communicate in different situation but also develop academic skills such as cutting, drawing and mark making. 
 
In order to support the children in Year 1, we have decided to allocate another Year 1 teacher, this being Mrs. 
Harty.  On our return on the 28th of February, we are going to create 2 learning bases for the Year 1 children so 
they can be taught in 2 smaller groups.  1 group will be taught in the current Year 1 classroom and another 
group in the Year 2 classroom.  The children will still be taught together for joint sessions such as music and PE.  
They will also have the same lunch and breaktimes.  We will send more information about the groups and the 
arrangements for the school day at the end of the week. 
 
 
By teaching this way, this will allow the class teachers and teaching assistants to provide focused and targeted 
learning to a smaller group of children.  This will ensure that teachers can deliver learning that is appropriate to 
the needs of every child.  Every 6 weeks, we will consult with teachers and teaching assistants to see how things 
are going and how we can develop our provision even further. Our ultimate aim is that this will be a short-term 
measure and the children will be back in the same classroom by the end of the Year with the skills ready to start 
Year 2. 
 
We are sure as parents you will have some questions and we are sure some of these will be about which friends 
your child is with.  We have asked the familiar adults to create the groups focusing on friendships, ensuring as 
much as possible that each child has a close and secure friendship.  We want this to be a positive action and will 
support the children prior to half term in preparing for this. 
 
We welcome your support but recognise you may have questions.  Please be reassured, if you have any 
questions at all regarding this, please feel free to contact myself or chat to your child’s classteacher who may be 
able to add clarity.   
 
 
We look forward to helping your child have the love and support they need to help them flourish in the future. 
 

Yours Sincerely 
Mrs. Cavanagh 

 


